      AVOIDING SEXUAL IMPROPRIETY LAWSUITS

15 HELPFUL HINTS

1.    Patients changing from street clothes to a gown should have privacy.  If total privacy   

       is not available / advisable, a witness such as an assistant should be present.

2.    Examine patients of the opposite gender only with an assistant present.

3.    Explain all examination and treatment procedures prior to proceeding.  Any touching

       that could be misunderstood should be thoroughly explained – chest area; groin area.

4.   Complete appropriate documentation detailing examination, testing, diagnosis, 

       Informed consent, needling and post needling comments.

5.    Never make off-color jokes or comments.

6.    Do not intentionally lean against a patient in a suggestive manner.

7.    Do not offer comments on the size, shape or quality of a patient’s anatomy.

8.    Do not use slang terms when referring to a patient or parts of a patient’s anatomy.

9.    If it is necessary and the patient is physically able, the patient should remove his or   

       her own clothing (specifically under clothes).

10.  Do not flirt with or show any romantic intent toward a patient.

11.  Do not date patients.

12.  Do not consistently schedule after-hours appointments.

13.  Take maximum precaution during home visitations. (Carry needles and other   

       equipment in an airtight container).

14.  If any seductive, sexual or inappropriate behavior occurs on the part of the patient,   

       this should be mentioned not ignored. (What I need to let you know is__________).

15.  When examining a patient in areas (such as pelvic), the use of gloves is encouraged.

