Writing Legislators & Government Officials

Writing legislators and other governmental officials is an important part of lobbying for our profession and protecting our rights. Below are several hints from professional lobbyists for writing effective letters to legislators:

1. Send your letter in time to affect your legislator's decision.

2. Make sure your letter is easy to read. In other words, type or write legibly and use correct grammar and short sentences.

3. Be brief and to the point (one page or less).

4. Be courteous and reasonable.

5. Use your own words to get your message across. Don't copy a form letter, or even parts of one. If you make the letter entirely your own, your thoughts and convictions will show your sincerity and concern. Remember, you are an expert on acupuncture and Oriental medicine. Share your experiences.

6. Proofread and spell check.

7. Sign your full name and address so the legislator or other government official can reply to you.

8. Make your position clear. Say exactly what it is you wish the government official to do. If possible, refer to the issue you're writing about by its official title (such as "Senate Bill 259"). It is best to write about only one proposed law (bill) or issue in each letter.

9. Give your own personal experience to support your request. Tell briefly how the issue will affect you, your patients, your family, or your community.

10. Ask the official to state his/her position on the issue in a reply to you.

11. Address the government official correctly: 

The Honorable (name of official) 

State Senator (State Representative, or Governor)

State Capitol

Address

Zip Code

Your letter should begin:

Dear Governor (or Senator) (or Representative) (last name):

Appointed officials are also addressed as "The Honorable __________", with "Mr. or Ms." as the correct title.

12. Include a newspaper article/editorial that supports your view.

Do not:

1. Be long-winded.

2. Be rude or threatening.

3. Remind the legislator that you are a taxpayer.

4. Use form letters.

5. Say or even hint that politics is sleazy or dishonorable.

6. Overlook that even a few letters can have a large impact.

Sample letter to legislator:


(Letterhead)

Nov. 22, 2002

State Representative Mitchell C. Barnes

Colorado State Assembly

2526 Broadway

Denver, CO 803055

Dear Representative Barnes,

I am a Licensed Acupuncturist in the state of Colorado and I am writing to you about Assembly Bill 2303, “The Acupuncture Reimbursement Act.” As you know, this act would mandate equal insurance reimbursement of Licensed Acupuncturists by any insurance company doing business in the state of Colorado which reimburses MDs for acupuncture treatments given to their patients.

In comparison to MDs (who typically only have 100-200 hours of training in acupuncture, if that), Licensed Acupuncturists typically have 1800-3000 hours of training in this modality. That means that Licensed Acupuncturists are far better trained in the administration of acupuncture than MDs, but yet many health care insurance companies reimburse MDs almost twice as much for acupuncture performed by them than by that performed by Licensed Acupuncturists. Further, many insurance companies simply do not reimburse Licensed Acupuncturtists for any treatments, while they do reimburse MDs who perform acupuncture.

This situation seems highly unfair and may even be an unfair restriction of trade. Acupuncture has been a legal profession in the State of Colorado for more than 10 years. In that time, there have been exceptionally few complaints about acupuncturists’ services, and clearly the people of Colorado want access to acupuncture services. Colorado has the sixth largest number of acupuncturists of any state in the U.S. 

Therefore, I strongly urge you to vote yes on Assembly Bill 2303, thereby mandating that insurance companies doing business in Colorado reimburse Licensed Acupuncturists the same as they do MDs performing acupuncture in this state.

Yours,

Randall E. Acupuncturist, Lic. Ac. 

